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^ WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

^ 1 1 . A method for ordering products wherein th^ products are supplied by a 

2^ supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity obtains 

3 products from the RSC, comprising: / 

4 generating, with the acquiring entity, an order to acquire a requested quantity 

5 of products; / 

6 updating an inventory database with a prodyct record including a requested 

7 quantity that the acquiring entity wants to receive yof the product based on the 

8 generated order; / 

9 receiving information from the supplienindicating a commitment quantity of a 

10 number of the products the supplier intends tor ship to the RSC to meet the requested 

1 1 quantity; / 

12 updating the inventory database wim the information received from the 

13 supplier to indicate the commitment quamity; and 

14 updating the inventory database trom information received from the RSC 

15 indicating products shipped from the sypplier for one specified product record. 

\^1 2. The method of claim 1, fuFfner comprising: 

'^^^ providing product record infomiation in the database to the acquiring entity, 
3 supplier, and RSC. X 

1 3. The methjafu of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 determining a/number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product 

3 represented by thgfj^roduct record; and 

4 ordering an additional quantity of the prod ucts J ojhe^supplier if the 

5 determined/number of days of supply for the product is less than a minimum 

6 threshold: 
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4. The method of claim 1, further comprising; 

updating the inventory d/tabase with information received from the acquiring 
entity for one product record inraicating an order of products from the RSC to deHver 
to the acquiring entity to flilfiW the order. 




5. The method of claim 4, furthe/ comprising: 

determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product 
from information maintained in the prodirct record as a function of the quantity of the 
products indicated in the product recom as available at the RSC and an average 
acquiring entity order rate of the projduct from the RSC; and 

transmitting an order for aj/ additional quantity of the products to the supplier 
if the determined number of days of supply for the product is less than a minimum 



8 threshold. 



1 6. The method of claim 5, wherein the average acquiring entity order rate 

2 is determined from the product record information indicating a forecasted number of 

3 components to be or(^red as indicated in the requested quantity information for the 

4 product record. 



1 7. yhe method of claim 5, wherein the average acquiring entity order rate 

2 is determinedyfrom the product record information indicating a number of the 

3 products thof acquiring entity ordered from the RSC and a forecasted number of 

4 componems to be ordered as indicated in the requested quantity information for the 

5 product record. 
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1 8. The method of claim 1, wherein the acquiring entity, database, 

2 supplier, and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, fixrther comprising: 

3 transmitting over the network an input page^in which the supplier and RSC 

4 enter data to update the inventory database. / 

1 9. The method of claim 1, wherein the acquiring entity, database, 

2 supplier, and RSC are capable of communic^ing over a network, further comprising: 

3 transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier and RSC 

4 enter information to request product recora information from the database; 

5 receiving the input page transmitted by the supplier or RSC including a 

6 request for product record information/ 

7 generating an information page including product record information for the 

8 product record specified in the received input page; and 

9 transmitting the information page to the requesting supplier or RSC over the 
10 network. / 

1 10. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

2 generating a pre-shipment alert message to the RSC upon receiving the update 

3 to the database of the comnutment quantity from the supplier. 

1 11. The method of claim 1 , wherein the acquiring entity comprises a 

2 manufacturer and the products comprises parts that the manufacturer uses in the 

3 manufacture of a product. 

1 12. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

2 generating arJ invoice once the ordered products are delivered to the acquiring 

3 entity and confirmed by the supplier. 



4 
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13. A method for ordering products, wh^ein the products are supplied by 



a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSG), wher^h the acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSC, comprising the^upplier performing: 

accessing information in an inventory database including product records, 
wherein each product record indicates a snfccified product, wherein the inventory data 
base is capable of being updated from: {jfi information received fromCt^Sacquiring 



€ntiU^to4dd a product record including a requested quantity thaHh e acquiring ent ity , 

8 wants to receive and (ii) informatioryreceived from the RSC indicating products 

9 shipped from the supplier for one specified product record; 

10 determining from the accjessed information the requested quantity for one 

1 1 product record; and 

12 updating one productA-ecord in the inventory database indicating a 

13 commitment quantity of a mimber of the products the supplier intends to ship to the 

14 RSC to meet the requester quantity. 



1 14. The method of ci^im 13, further comprising: 

2 receiving aji^ordeiifor an additional quantity of the products for one product 

3 record fromCthe acquiring/entityif a acquiring entity determines that number of days 

4 of supply for the product is less than a minimum threshold. 



1 15. Tjrc method of claim 14, wherein the order is received from a 

2 acquiring entj, 

16. The method of claim 13,Xvherein the supplier ftirther performs: 
updating one product record irr the inventory database indicating shipment 

3 status of products the supplier is shmping to the RSC to satisfy the commitment 

4 quantity for the product record bemg updated. 




i 
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17. The method of claim IB, further comprising: 

receiving a message from^tWacquiring ehtity^f the commitment quantity is 
less than the requested quantity forme product record. 

18. A method for ordering products, Mierein the products are supplied by 
a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein/the acquiring entity 



obtains products from the RSC, comprising the RSC performing the steps of: 

accessing information in an invento^ database including product records, 
wherein each product record indicates a specified product, wherein the inventory data 



base is capable of being updated from: {V} information received from tKeacquiringJ^ 
^tit^Mte^ add a product record including a requested quantity thatlhe acquiring entity 
wants to receive and (ii) informationyreceived from the supplier indicating a 
commitment quantity of a number of the products the supplier intends to ship to the 
RSC to meet the requested quantil^y; and 

updating one product reoord in the inventory database indicating products 
received from the supplier for (6ne specified product record. 



1 9. The method of claim IS^ ^ierein the RSC pe rforms: 
receiving an order from^he a^^^uiring entity conip^epibr products for 



one 



product record to ship tocthe^acquifing entityvand" 



updating the product r^ord in the inventory database indicating products 
shipped from the RSC to'^tja^fe acquiring entity? 



20. A system for ordering products wherein the products are supplied by a 
supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity obtains 
products from me RSC, comprising: 

means for generating, with the acquiring entity, an order to acquire a requested 
quantity of products; 
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6 means for updating an inventory database with a product record including a 

7 requested quantity that the acquiring entity wants to receive of the product based on 

8 the generated order; / 

9 means for receiving information from the sunplier indicating a commitment 

10 quantity of a number of the products the suppHer intends to ship to the RSC to meet 

1 1 the requested quantity; / 

12 means for updating the inventory database with the information received from 

13 the supplier to indicate the commitment quarmty; and 

14 means for updating the inventory da/abase from information received from the 

15 RSC indicating products shipped from ther supplier for one specified product record. 

16 / 

17 21. The system of claim 20; further comprising: 

18 means for providing product/record information in the database to the 

19 acquiring entity, supplier, and RSy. 

1 22. The system of claim 20, further comprising: 

2 means for determinina^a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for 

3 a product represented by theyproduct record; and 

4 means for ordering An additional quantity of the products to the supplier if the 

5 determined number of days of supply for the product is less than a minimum 

6 threshold. / 

1 23. The system of claim 20, further comprising: 

2 means for updating the inventory database with information received from the 

3 acquiring entity for one product record indicating an order of products from the RSC 

4 to deliver to the acquiring entity to fulfill the order. 
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1 24. The system of claim 20, further conmrising: 

2 means for determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for 

3 a product from information maintained in the product record as a function of the 

4 quantity of the products indicated in the produ/t record as available at the RSC and an 

5 average acquiring entity order rate of the product from the RSC; and 

6 means for transmitting an order for an additional quantity of the products to 

7 the supplier if the determined number of days of supply for the product is less than a 

8 minimum threshold. / 

1 25. The system of claim 24, wherein the average acquiring entity order rate 

2 is determined from the product record information indicating a forecasted number of 

3 components to be ordered a?» indicated in the requested quantity information for the 

4 product record. / 

1 26. The system of Zlaim 24, wherein the average acquiring entity order rate 

2 is determined from the product record information indicating a number of the 

3 products the acquiring entit!y ordered from the RSC and a forecasted number of 

4 components to be orderecyas indicated in the requested quantity information for the 

5 product record. / 

1 27. The system of claim 20, wherein the acquiring entity, database, 

2 supplier, and RSC aye capable of communicating over a network, further comprising: 

3 means for transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier 

4 and RSC enter data to update the inventory database. 

1 28. Trie system of claim 20, wherein the acquiring entity, database, 

2 supplier, and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, further comprising: 



1 

2 
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means for transmitting over the network an inmit page in which the supplier 
and RSC enter information to request product recorta information from the database; 

means for receiving the input page transmuted by the supplier or RSC 
including a request for product record information; 

means for generating an information page including product record 



8 information for the product record specified/n the received input page; and 



means for transmitting the information page to the requesting supplier or RSC 
over the network. 

29. The system of claim 2(?i, further comprising: 
means for generating a pre-snipment alert message to the RSC upon receiving 
the update to the database of the commitment quantity from the supplier. 



1 30. The system of claim 20, wherein the acquiring entity comprises a 

2 manufacturer and the produc/s comprises parts that the manufacturer uses in the 

3 manufacture of a product. 



1 31. The system of claim 20, further comprising: 

2 generating an invoice once the ordered products are delivered to the acquiring 

3 entity and confirmed/by the supplier. 



32. A system for ordering products, wl^rein the products are supplied by a 
supplier to a replenishment service center (RSo( wherein^^ ^^cquiring en tity) obtains 
products from the RSC, a supplier machine C|2miprising: 

means for accessing information iryan inventory database including product 
records, wherein each product record indicates a specified product, wherein the 
inventory data base is capable of bein^updated from: (i) information received from 
^e acquiring entity^o^dd a product/record including a requested quantity thatlKe" 
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8 (^^^inng^nti^^ to receive and (ii)/nformation received from the RSC 

9 indicating products shipped from the suppHer for one specified product record; 

10 means for determining fromyUie accessed information the requested quantity 

1 1 for one product record; and / 

12 means for updating one product record in the inventory database indicating a 

13 commitment quantity of a number of the products the supplier intends to ship to the 

1 4 RSC to meet the requested c/uantity . 

1 33. The system of claim 32, further comprising: 

2 means for receiving an order for an ^ditional quantity of the products for one 

3 product record from±£ac^iri^^ acquiring entity determines that number 

4 of days of supply for the product is less tl/an a minimum threshold. 

1 34. The system of claim 33( wherein the order is received from a acquiring 

2 entity. / 

1 35. The system of claim 32, wherein the supplier machine further 

2 comprises: / 

3 means for updating one product record in the inventory database indicating 

4 shipment status of products Ae supplier is shipping to the RSC to satisfy the 

5 commitment quantity for the product record being updated. 

1 36. The sysiem of claim 32, further comprising: 

2 means for receiving a message from th^^ac^iring^ the commitment 

3 quantity is less thary the requested quantity for the product record. 
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37. A system for ordering products, wherein the pr oducts are suppUed by a 
supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wj^rein^^^ejicquiring^^ obtains 
3 products from the RSC, a RSC machine comprisir 

means for accessing information in an inventory database including product 
records, wherein each product record indicates/a specified product, wherein the 
inventory data base is capable of being updated from: (i) information received from 
^'e'a'cquiring entitylo add a product recor^including a requested quantity that^fi^ 



8 (aoq ^iring en tity-^wants to receive and (ii)y[nformation received from the supplier 

9 indicating a commitment quantity of a number of the products the supplier intends to 

10 ship to the RSC to meet the requeste^quantity; and 

1 1 means for updating one proauct record in the inventory database indicating 

12 products received from the supplier for one specified product record. 



1 38. The system of claim 37^wherein the RSC machine further comprises: 

2 means for receiving an order fromCSe acquiring en ri^con^ utei^or products 

3 for one product record to ship to4he^acquiring entity^and 

4 means for updating the product record in the inventory database indicating 

5 products shipped from the/KSC to tlie jic^ entit}^) 



1 39. A program for ordering products wherein the products are supplied by 

2 a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 

3 obtains product from the RSC, comprising a computer usable media including at 

4 least one coi^puter program embedded therein that is capable or causing at least one 

5 computer/o perform: 

6 generating, with the acquiring entity, an order to acquire a requested quantity 

7 of products; 
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8 updating an inventory database with a product? record including a requested 

9 quantity that the acquiring entity wants to receive of the product based on the 

10 generated order; / 

1 1 receiving information from the supp lier i mdicating^a commitmen t quantity of a 

12 number of the products the supplier intends to snip to t he RSC to meet the requested 

13 quantity; / 

1 4 updating the inventory database witythe information received froji rthjg^ 

15 sup plier to indi catejh e commitment quantn y; 

16 updating the inventory database from information received from the RSC 

17 indicati ng products shipped from the su pplier for one specified product record 

18 / 

19 40. The program of clain/39, ftirther performing: 

20 providing product record information in the database to the acquiring entity, 

21 supplier, and RSC. / 

1 41 . The program 01 claim 39, ftirther performing: 

2 determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product 

3 represented by the productyrecord; and 

4 ordering an additional quantity of the products to the supplier if the 

5 determined number of days of supply for the product is less than a minimum 

6 threshold. / 

1 42. The program of claim 39, ftirther performing: 

2 updating the inventory database with information received from the acquiring 

3 entity for one pronuct record indicating an order of products from the RSC to deliver 

4 to the acquiring entity to fiilfill the order. 
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1 43. The program of claim 42, further performing: 

2 determining a number of days of supplyyof products at the RSC for a product 

3 from information maintained in the product re/ord as a function of the quantity of the 

4 products indicated in the product record as available at the RSC and an average 

5 acquiring entity order rate of the product from the RSC; and 

6 transmitting an order for an additional quantity of the products to the supplier 

7 if the determined number of days of supply for the product is less than a minimum 

8 threshold. / 

1 44. The program of claim 43, wherein the average acquiring entity order 

2 rate is determined from the product record information indicating a forecasted number 

3 of components to be ordered as indicated in the requested quantity information for the 

4 product record. / 

1 45. The programyof claim 43, wherein the average acquiring entity order 

2 rate is determined from the/product record information indicating a number of the 

3 products the acquiring enraty ordered from the RSC and a forecasted number of 

4 components to be ordered as indicated in the requested quantity information for the 

5 product record. / 

1 46. The program of claim 39, wherein the acquiring entity, database, 

2 supplier, and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, further performing: 

3 transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier and RSC 

4 enter data to update the inventory database. 
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j^^/^V 51. A prograny^br ordering products, wherein the pro ducts are s upplied by 
Ty^a^ppliGT to a replenishment service center (RSC), wherei n|lLheacquiring^e n^ 

3 obtains products fronj the RSC, comprising a computer usable media including at 

4 least one computeyprogram embedded therein that is capable or causing at least one 

5 computer to perform: 




6 
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accessing information in an inventory dambase including product records, 
wherein each product record indicates a specified product, wherein the inventory data 




8 base is capable of being updated from: (i) inprmation received from the Req uiring 
9 



^^ntityyto add a product record including a i;equested quantity thaHh^.acquiri^je^ 

10 wants to receive and (ii) information received from the RSC indicating products 

1 1 shipped from the supplier for one spepfied product record; 

12 determining from the acces^d information the requested quantity for one 

13 product record; and 

14 updating one product reffcord in the inventory database indicating a 

15 commitment quantity of a number of the products the supplier intends to ship to the 

16 RSC to meet the requested/iuantity. 




52. The program of claim 5 1 , fiirth^ performing: 
receiving an order for an additional quantity of the products for one product 
record from the acquir^^ determines that number of days 

of supply for the product is less than a rranimum threshold. 

1 53. The program of claimy32, wherein the order is received from^ 

2 a cquirin g entity. 

54. The program of ciaim 51, wherein the supplier fiirther performs: 
updating one product record in the inventory database indicating shipment 

3 status of products the supplier is shipping to the RSC to satisfy the commitment 

4 quantity for the product record being updated. 



1 55. The program of claim 51 ,jRirther performing: 

2 receiving a messuage from*^he^cquirin^^en^^ commitment quantity is 

3 less than the requestecy quantity for the product record. 



i 
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1^ J> 56. A program for ordering products, wherei^ the products are^ upplied by 
a supplier to a replenishment service center (RSC), ^^^rein(^hea^ enri^ 
obtains products from the RSC, comprising a compi/ter usable media including at 
least one computer program embedded therein th^ is capable or causing at least one 
computer to perform: 

accessing information in an inventory^atabase including product records, 
wherein each product record indicates a spe/ified product, wherein the inventory data 



3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 base is capable of being updated from: (i)/nformation received fromvthe^acquiring 

9 ,Jentijy^ta'add a product record including / requested quantity thaftheacquiring^^ 

10 wants to receive and (ii) information received from the supplier indicating a 

1 1 commitment quantity of a number ofi^the products the supplier intends to ship to the 



12 RSC to meet the requested quantity; and 



13 



updating one product rec/rd in the inventory database indicating products 




14 received from the supplier for cme specified product record. 



57. The program of claim 56; wherein the RSC performs: 
receiving an order from^^^^^^[[%^^^^^^^^;iQX products for one 
product record to ship tqjKeacqui r^g enti^ ;' and 

updating the product recora in the inventory database indicating products 



5 shipped from the RSC^o the acquiring entity^ 



58. A rn/thod for purchasing products wherein the products are supplied 
by a supplier to areplenishment service center (RSC), wherein an acquiring entity 
obtains products from the RSC, comprising: 

generating, with the acquiring entity, an order to acquire a requested quantity 
of product^; 
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6 updating an inventory database with a produ^ record including a requested 

7 quantity that the acquiring entity wants to receive of the product based on the 

8 generated order; / 

9 receiving information from the supplier/indicating a commitment quantity of a 

10 number of the products the suppUer intends Xo ship to the RSC to meet the requested 

1 1 quantity; / 

12 updating the inventory database w/th the information received from the 

13 supplier to indicate the commitment quantity; 

14 updating the inventory databasye from information received from the RSC 

15 indicating products shipped from thff suppUer for one specified product record; 

16 updating the inventory database with information received from the acquiring 

17 entity for one product record indicating an order of products from the RSC to deliver 

1 8 to the acquiring entity to fulfill /he order; and 

19 generating an invoice once the ordered products are delivered to the acquiring 

20 entity and confirmed by th^^pplier. 

1 59. The method of claim 58, further comprising: 

2 determining a number of days of suppl/ of products at the RSC for a product 

3 represented by the product record; and / 

4 ordering an additional quantity of^e products to the supplier if the 

5 determined number of days of supply for the product is less than a minimum 

6 threshold. / 

1 60. The method of cl/im 58, further comprising: 

2 determining a number of days of supply of products at the RSC for a product 

3 from information maintained/in the product record as a function of the quantity of the 

4 products indicated in the product record as available at the RSC and an average 

5 acquiring entity order rat/of the product from the RSC; and 
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6 transmitting an order for an additional quantity of the products to the supplier 

7 if the determined number of days of supply for the product is/less than a minimum 

8 threshold. / 

1 61 . The method of claim 60, wherein the average acquiring entity order 

2 rate is determined from the product record informationyindicating a forecasted number 

3 of components to be ordered as indicated in the reque/ted quantity information for the 

4 product record. - / 

1 62. The method of claim 60, wherein /he average acquiring entity order 

2 rate is determined from the product record infonnation indicating a number of the 

3 products the acquiring entity ordered from thof RSC and a forecasted number of 

4 components to be ordered as indicated in the requested quantity information for the 

5 product record. / 

1 63. The method of claim 58/wherein the acquiring entity, database, 

2 supplier, and RSC are capable of communicating over a network, further comprising: 

3 transmitting over the networlc an input page in which the supplier and RSC 

4 enter data to update the inventory aatabase. 

1 64. The method of claim 58, wherein the acquiring entity, database, 

2 supplier, and RSC are capableAf communicating over a network, further comprising: 

3 transmitting over the network an input page in which the supplier and RSC 

4 enter information to requestr product record information from the database; 

5 receiving the inpuypage transmitted by the supplier or RSC including a 

6 request for product record information; 

7 generating an inrbrmation page including product record information for the 

8 product record specified in the received input page; and 
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transmitting the information page to the requesting supplier or RSC over the 
network. / 

65. The methoa of claim 58, wherein the acquiring entity comprises a 
manufacturer and the products comprises parts that the manufacturer uses in the 
manufacture of a m^duct. 



